
Walter Lubanski
October 14, 1945 - November 16, 2020

Walter Lubanski was born in the small town of Oldenburg, Germany on
October 19, 1945. He was the first-born son of Nikolai & Maria Lubanski.
Walter was of Polish and Ukrainian descent, being born to his parents while
living in a displaced persons camp just after the end of WW2. Walter is
survived by his 4 children - April Leingang, Adam Lubanski, Tami Swartz and
Tracy Lubanski and 6 grandchildren. Walter also has 3 siblings - Zina
Connenetz, Helen Gurno and Joe Lubanski. 

 

Walt's family immigrated to the United States in 1957, first settling in New
Jersey. 

 

His first day of American school was rough, having just arrived from Germany,
he wore lederhosen! He also knew 4 other languages, but not English. To get
12-year-old Walt up to speed quickly, they started him in Kindergarten and
moved him up the grades rapidly as he gained the verbal and academic
knowledge he needed. 

 

Walter's father was a minister and a pastor of his own church in those days.
Walt learned to play the accordion and his father had him play worship songs
for the services. Walt used to tell his children that his father made him sit in
the front row so that he could keep an eye on him during the service and so
he could not escape! 



The Lubanski family relocated to Washington after some time and settled into
the Seattle area where Walter attended Lincoln High School. He met his wife
Linda when he rescued her from being stuck in a locker where the football
team had pushed her. They were together from then on. 

 

Walt and Linda were married on December 10, 1966. One year and 9 days
later, their first daughter, April, was born. She was followed by Adam, born in
1970, Tami in 1975 and Tracy in 1977. The family resided in Kirkland,
Washington for a few years before moving to their 5-acre property in Maltby,
Washington. 

 

A transmission rebuilder by trade, Walt owned several shops over the years
and found great success in his field. Eventually he closed down his retail
business and worked solely from his home shop until the day that he passed.
Walt loved to be busy in the shop and always kept up on the newest
techniques and methods of his trade, although he would admit that some of
the new transmissions were even too complicated for him. 

 

Walt enjoyed his family very much. He owned a motorhome and took them
camping often. But as many in the family would come to call it, the "Lubanski
curse" would follow, and some kind of mechanical failure would join them on
almost every excursion. Now these are just good memories. 

 

He also loved to go fishing and made many good made memories with family
and friends on his boat. 

 

He was a doting grandfather and loved visiting his grandchildren, freely
dispensing hugs, jokes and two-dollar bills. 

 

Walt also enjoyed food and fellowship with those he loved. He was a great



lover of coffee, Diet Dr. Pepper, Polish Sausage, cabbage rolls, sauerkraut,
pickled pigs' feet, sardines, fried fish (especially Ivar's) steak, pork anything,
bread, onions, liverwurst, and tomatoes. He never passed up an opportunity
to eat out and frequently did. When Walt would cook, it would be a feast. He
was generous and kind - giving freely to all. 

 

Walt and Linda sold their Maltby home in 2007 and moved to Madras, OR
where they lived until their passing. Linda passed on June 30, 2020, followed
by Walt on November 16, 2020. 

 

Walt lived a lifetime of generosity, laughter, and kindness, always with a good
joke and a listening ear. 

 

He was greatly loved and is deeply missed.


