
Robert Brown Brigham
March 28, 1925 - February 15, 2017

Robert Brown Brigham, 91, of Robinson, Illinois passed away on February 15,
2017 in East Wenatchee, Washington. Robert was born in Indianapolis,
Indiana on March 28, 1925. He grew up in Robinson and was the second
oldest of three children born to Lorin H. and Esther Brown Brigham. 
In 1942, Robert enlisted in the Marine Corps and was stationed in the South
Pacific. He trained to be a gunner in the Northrop P-61 Black Widow fighter
plane and he fought battles on the islands of Manus, Guam, and the Battle of
Peleliu on Palau. After WWII, Robert returned to Robinson where he met and
then married Betty Jeanne Burns in 1947. Together, they raised six children.
Robert graduated from the University of Illinois in 1953 with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Microbiology. After college, Robert began his career in
research and development and worked as a microbiologist for Eli Lily
Pharmaceuticals in Indianapolis Indiana. Robert assisted with the
development of life-saving antibiotics including Vancomycin and the Polio
vaccine. In 1965, Robert moved his family to Clinton Iowa and worked as a
Quality Control Manager for Standard Brands and Purina Pet Foods. In 1971,
Robert returned to his hometown of Robinson by accepting a position as
Quality Assurance Manager for Heath Candy Company. He bought his dream
home on acreage with a lake and woods. This was Robert's "Walden" and
many happy days were shared with family while fishing, gardening, mushroom
hunting, bird watching and enjoying barbeques on the patio. Robert was a
devoted husband and father. 



He loved his family with all his heart and his fondest memories are of his
wedding day and times shared with family. Robert had a gift for teaching and
he will be remembered for his love of nature and science. Robert was a kind,
loving, thoughtful man who will be deeply missed by all who were fortunate to
know him. 
Robert was an advocate for preserving wetlands, protecting wilderness and
conservation of soil and water. Robert was a member of the National Audubon
Society, Izaak Walton League, Elks Lodge, Rotary Club, American Legion,
and Veterans of Foreign Wars. He was also a member of several microbiology
organizations and the First United Methodist Church of Robinson. 
Robert was preceded in death by his wife Betty, his sons Gary and Tom, his
parents, his brother Lorin Brigham, and his sister Mary Jane Bentley. Robert is
survived by four children: John Brigham of Valparaiso, Indiana; Janis Brigham
of Bend, Oregon; Nancy Brigham of Redwood City, California; Cynthia and her
husband Robert Wallace of East Wenatchee, Washington. Also surviving are
six grandchildren: Geoffrey (Melissa) Brigham of Carmel, Indiana; Melissa
(Kevin) Stanner of Brookhaven, Georgia; Robert Brigham of Angleton, Texas;
Sarah (Chris) Burk of Indianapolis, Indiana; Jessica Brigham of Robinson;
Valerie (Thane) Tingley of Robinson. Robert has 11 great grandchildren and
many nephews and nieces. 
The family would like to give a special thanks to the staff at Hearthstone
Retirement Community and Hospice of East Wenatchee, Washington. We are
also deeply grateful to the special care and support given by Robert's
daughter and son-in-law, Cynthia and Robert Wallace. 
Memorial services and burial will be held in Robinson, Illinois at a later date to
be announced. Arrangements are in the care of Heritage Memorial Chapel,
East Wenatchee, Washington. You are invited to view Robert's online
guestbook at www.HeritageMemorialChapel.com 
Memorial contributions can be made to either the American Legion or the
National Audubon Society. American Legion at 308 East Main St. Robinson,
IL 62454 (618) 546-1418 Online donations can be made to the National



Audubon Society "Make A Tribute Gift" in memory of Robert Brigham.
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Martha Michl - April 29, 2017 at 02:19 PM

Bob was my first boss as I started my career at Heath. He was an
awesome boss and a great mentor. I learned a lot about Quality
Assurance from him. He was such a nice guy and had lots of
patience with me because I was just out of high school. If he only
knew that I stayed with QA and went into microbiology and
continued to work for Heath, Leaf, and Hershey in microbiology
because of him and Reba Guyer Rothrock. They both made a huge
impact on my career and I feel honored to have known them both. 
I'm sorry for your loss.

Kim Cox - April 08, 2017 at 06:31 PM

I was saddened to learn of Mr. Brigham's death.  I was in Janis'
class at Robinson High School, and so I don't feel it is appropriate
to call him "Bob".  My deepest sympathy to his family. 
 
I well remember the first time I met him and some of his children. 
My late father's (Carroll T. Cox) law partner, Mark Weber, brought
them down to my Dad's cabin, and they enjoyed hunting and fishing
as much as we did.  In later years, after we had both moved to San
Diego, I saw Gary here.  In an amazing coincidence, I saw Nancy at
a party of a mutual friend, and it took us a while to recognize each
other, since neither of us knew we were in San Diego.  I have kept
up with John the most, and see him when our paths cross in
Robinson.  I also remember parties at their beautiful home. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kim Cox



SD

Sandy Dittrich - February 23, 2017 at 09:17 PM

My memory of Bob will be him sitting in a big chair with foot rest
enjoying the super bowl game. Surrounded by a loud boysterous
crowd, he just have a cute smile. As a polio victem I would have
liked to thank him for his efforts in the polio vaccine. I hope he
knows how much misery was deferred by his actions. My love to
Bob and Cynthia. Two dedicated loving people giving so much
unselfishly.


