
Nancy Gomulkiewicz
September 3, 1924 - November 25, 2013

Nancy Gomulkiewicz, 89, a 44 year Wenatchee resident, passed away on
Monday, November 25, 2013 in Wenatchee, following a brief illness. Nancy
lived each day with zest and a See's Maple Cream chocolate. She loved
singing and playing the piano, was a voracious reader, served the church and
community, and enjoyed time with her family. 

 

Nancy was born on September 3, 1924 in Bellaire, Ohio to the late Chester
and Mary Gay (Chapin) Cowen. She was raised in nearby Shadyside, Ohio,
where she graduated from Shadyside High School as class Valedictorian in
1942. She began her lifelong love of singing by joining the choir in 8th grade.
She continued her education at Bethany College in Bethany, West Virginia,
receiving a B.A. degree in English Literature in 1945 and became a member
of the Kappa Delta Sorority. After college, she went to work in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania as a Secretary for a steel company. After one year, she became
Secretary to the President of Bethany College. In 1950, she went to work as a
Secretary for Alcoa at their Pittsburgh General Headquarters. There, she met
Paul H. Gomulkiewicz, an Alcoa electrical engineer. They were later married
on September 6, 1957 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Over the next twelve
years, Paul's job with Alcoa moved their growing family throughout the world
including to Brentwood and Gibsonia, Pennsylvania; Veracruz, Mexico;
Vancouver, Washington; and Paramaribo, Suriname, S.A. Throughout this
time, Nancy embraced her international experiences by organizing Cub Scout



packs, a children's choir, and learning to play the organ and taking up golf.
Paul and Nancy settled in Wenatchee with their four children in 1969 and
have continued to make their home there ever since. 

Nancy was a longtime active member of the First United Methodist Church
(FUMC) in Wenatchee, where she was a member of the United Methodist
Women, Elizabeth Circle, and Mary Ruth Circle. She chaired and coordinated
programs for her Circles, tutored students in ESL classes, helped with
receptions (her Texas sheet cake was legendary), served meals to migrant
workers, delivered food to food banks as well as many other activities at the
church. She was a long time member of the FUMC Chancel Choir. She sang
for other programs as well, including Adult Respite Care in Wenatchee. She
was a volunteer "Pink Lady" at Central Washington Hospital and delivered
food for Mobile Meals until recently. 
She is survived by her husband of 56 years, Paul H. Gomulkiewicz,
Wenatchee; four children and their spouses, Mary and Nick Dyer, Moraga,
CA, Robert "Bob" and Andrea Gomulkiewicz, Redmond, WA, Richard "Dick"
and Susan Gomulkiewicz, Moscow, ID and Carol and Paul Wooldridge, Entiat,
WA; her sister and brother-in-law, Mary Catherine and Ron Ballog, Keller, TX;
and nine grandchildren, Steven Dyer, Oakland, CA, Christopher "Chris" Dyer,
Moraga, CA, Abigail "Abby" Gomulkiewicz and Katherine "Katie"
Gomulkiewicz both of Redmond, WA, Samuel "Sam," Sophia "Sophie" and
Ellie Gomulkiewicz all of Moscow, ID, Emily and Kevin Wooldridge both of
Entiat, WA. She was preceded in death by her brother, Frank Cowen. 

 

A Memorial Service will be held on December 7, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. at the First
United Methodist Church, 941 Washington Street, Wenatchee, with Pastor
Susan Griggs officiating. Friends who wish may make memorial donations in
her name to the First United Methodist Church. You are invited to visit her
tribute online and leave a memory at www.HeritageMemorialChapel.com .
Arrangements are in the care of Heritage Memorial Chapel, East Wenatchee
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Melanie Williams - December 07, 2013 at 10:10 AM

What a beautiful lady.Nancy was a customer of mine at Visconti's
Italian restaurant. I absolutely loved serving her and her family. She
always had a huge smile and was always so fun.I could see how
much she enjoyed her family, especially her grandchildren. What a
joy to have served such a delightful person. My thoughts are with
her family!

Kathy Holscher - December 05, 2013 at 02:37 PM

Working at the Wenatchee Public Library, Nancy was always one of
my favorite patrons - quick to smile and laugh - and the famous
comment "it's not like I don't have a book or two to read" when we
had to place an order for a book that was checked out already. We
will miss her energy (about 4 years ago I was shocked to learn her
age - I guessed her 10 years younger). We have all been blessed to
have known her.

Nancy Hulse - December 04, 2013 at 12:50 PM

I met Nancy in 2008 when we moved to Wenatchee. Her cheerful
chatter and infectious laugh never failed to lift my spirits. She was a
remarkable woman who lived a life of service to others and truly
made a difference in her community. Sending my deepest sympathy
to her family.
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Sandra and Gordon Law - November 30, 2013 at 04:57 PM

We send you all our deepest sympathy on the loss of your dear
Nancy. We knew her as a church friend at United Methodist Church.
She always had a kind word, a joke, a laugh to share. We were on
her walking route and she would always stop by and visit if we were
in the yard working. She was a very special lady and will be sadly
missed.

Ida Lairson - November 30, 2013 at 12:01 AM

In memory of you dear Nancy: I've admired your dedication to a life
of service, your intelligence, and your sense of humor. I'll miss you
so very much. Ida


