
Ira "Ernie" McKee
April 12, 1927 - January 27, 2013

Ira "Ernie" McKee Jr., 85, passed away on Sunday, January 27, 2013 at
Central Washington Hospital. 

 Ernie was born on May 12, 1927 to Ira and Bessie (Lawson) Mckee Sr. at
home in Monitor, WA. One of five children, he was raised on the family
orchard where he could ride his beloved horse "Lady" through the hills; he
attended school through grade 8 in Monitor and through grade 11 at
Cashmere High School. He joined the Army in 1945 where he was trained as
an electrician. After leaving the service he returned to Monitor where he took a
job at Fruit Growers Service. Shortly thereafter met and courted Barbara
Drader for two years before marrying her on November 14, 1949. Together
they made their home in Monitor and raised three daughters. He worked a
short time as a body & fender man before training as a mechanic at
Studebaker. He retired at age 62 from Joe Welty Ford as a Special Electrical
Mechanic. 

 Throughout the years he and Barbara would spend their free time enjoying
outings with the girls, camping, fishing, boating and snowmobiling. As the girls
got married these adventures included the husbands, children and grand
children, and you could always expect friends to join in as well. His great-
grandchildren endearing refer to him as "Grumps". He enjoyed carpentry and
was the "Go To" handyman for any fix needed on the home. He believed in
"quality work" and that is exactly what he gave. 

 He was preceded in death by his parents; three brothers, Albert McKee,



Charles McKee and sister, Alma Spanjer. 
 He is survived by his wife of 63 years, daughters, Deborah (Jon) Ramey,

Monitor, Sharon Cockrum, Monitor, Nancy (Roy Nelson) McKee, East
Wenatchee; sister, Iris McLaughlin, Seattle, WA; six grandsons, Shon
(Deanna) Ramey, East Wenatchee, Ben Ramey, Monitor, Brian (LeAnna)
Cockrum, Moses Lake, Ian (April Sands) Cockrum, Monitor, David Nelson,
Spokane, Michael Nelson, Lake Stevens, WA; and seven great-grandchildren,
Samera Ramey, Tanner Ramey, Mikhayla Ramey, Jonathon Ramey, Angel
Ramey, Skylar Sands, Kalen Cockrum and Ty Cockrum. 

 A Remembrance Gathering will be held on Saturday, February 2, 2013 from 1-
4 pm at 3221 Allyn Lane, Monitor. Family and friends are invited to visit his
online tribute and leave memories and condolences for his family at www.Herit
ageMemorialChapel.com. Arrangements are in the care of Heritage Memorial
Chapel, East Wenatchee.
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Leiann Moselle - February 03, 2013 at 11:56 AM

Although i haven't seen my uncle in a long time i have great
memory's. My thought's and prayer's are with the family. Leiann
Moselle (Lura)

Gary Andruss - January 31, 2013 at 06:03 PM

I have only fond and respectful memories of my Uncle Ernie! Many
times I would ask him for help on my car, from electrical issues,
adjust carburetor, and fix rattles & squeaks to cool additions to
sound system 
He never said no but happily assisted, One thing I knew, if he fixed
it would be done right and be perfect, for he would accept nothing
less! 
He will be missed and thought of often! 
Gary Andruss

Gary Andruss - January 31, 2013 at 05:58 PM

I have only fond and respectful memories of my Uncle Ernie! Many
times I would ask him for help on my car, from electrical issues,
adjust carburetor, and fix rattles & squeaks to cool additions to
sound system 
He never said no but happily assisted, One thing I knew, if he fixed
it would be done right and be perfect, for he would accept nothing
less! 
He will be missed and thought of often! 
Gary Andruss
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Jon Morrison - January 31, 2013 at 05:20 PM

Rest in peace Ernie. Many good memories


