
Gene (Elwin) McCandless
April 22, 1928 - March 23, 2020

In Loving Memory of 
 Elwin "Grandpa" Gene McCandless 

 April 22nd 1928- March 23rd, 2020 
 Wenatchee Washington 

 

Elwin Gene (Grandpa) McCandless passed due to complications of COVID-19
on Monday March 23rd 2020 in Central Washington hospital. He was born in
Springfield Missouri on April 22nd 1928 to Maurice and Hazel McCandless.
He was the second oldest of 9 children. The family moved to the area of
Cashmere Washington in 1934. He attended school there until enlisting in the
Army in 1946 where he was stationed in medical tent after being trained for
infantry. He loved telling stories about instead of shooting a gun he gave shots
in the guy's rears. 

 

After the exiting the services he married his first wife Fanny and raised her
children from a previous marriage. After some time they parted ways. 

 

He began working soon after at Alcoa as a crane operator. 
 

In 1968, he met and married Lucille Oliver, joining the family with her 4 kids,
They moved around all up and down the western coast before settling back in
Cashmere Washington. They lived there until Lucille's untimely death in 1972.



After retiring from Alcoa Gene began working at the Peshastin mill where he
finally retired in 1990. Gene then went back to moving around the western
coast, until settling in Okanogan county in July of 1996 to enjoy all his
grandkids. 

 

Gene became a town grandpa to everyone he met. He didn't ever meet a
stranger. He taught all his grandkids love and kindness and how to fix their
own cars and become crack shots. He always had a smile on his face and a
chuckle on his lips. 

 

Gene was preceded in death by his Wife Lucille McCandless, His parents
Maurice and Hazel McCandless, his sisters Joyce Rash and Wanda Bunch
and his Brothers Rich McCandless and Ken McCandless, His step kids Al
Oliver Jr, and Edna Taylor and his Grandson Donald Lutton. 

 

He is survived by his sisters Nadine Fairbanks, Polly McElroy, Connie Swift,
and Carol Adams. His step-daughters Linda Johnson and Rita Oliver. His
Grand children James McCandless, Gene Oliver, Howie Zimmer, Jessica
Mills, Tammy Sanders, Bobby Wiggins, Angel Potter, Ron Potter and Steven
Potter. And numerous Great grand-children. 

 

A celebration of life will be held at a later date to be announced.


