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Donald "Don" H. Petersen, 93, a person of gentle soul and longtime East
Wenatchee resident, passed away on Tuesday, October 2, 2018, at Central
Washington Hospital. 

 He was born on February 25, 1925, in Chicago, IL, to Alfred and Anne
(Sorensen) Petersen. He was raised in the Elmhurst suburb of Chicago where
he received his education. He was drafted into the US Army at the beginning
of World War II and served in the China Burma India (CBI) theater. He was a
medic and served with the 124th Cavalry Regiment and he received his
honorable discharge in 1946. They returned to Chicago and moved with his
entire family to the Peshastin/Dryden area. Over the next few years, he built
the Valley Cottage Motel in Dryden, WA, which still exists to this day. Donald
met Darlene Fisher on a blind date and they were later married in Seattle,
Washington. 

 They initially made their home on the motel grounds, but eventually moved to
South Bend, Indiana, for job at a Studebaker Automobile Factory. They
returned to Wenatchee where Donald worked as a carpenter at the Rocky
Reach Dam. They moved to East Wenatchee in 1957 where he built their
home. Later, he briefly worked as a roofer until going to work at Alcoa. He



continued working at Alcoa for the next 33 years, before retiring as an
assistant Foreman. Donald was a member of the Friend's Church and enjoyed
carpentry and any home building projects. 

 He is survived by his Sons: Rick (Midori) Petersen, of Spokane, WA, and
Ronald "Ron" (Carol) Petersen, of East Wenatchee, WA; brother, William
Petersen, of Florida; grandchildren: Scott Petersen, of Bethesda, MD, Eric
Petersen, of Spokane, WA, and Riley Petersen, of Wenatchee, WA; and
great-grandchildren: Ava and Collin Petersen, of Bethesda, MD, and Kayden
Petersen, of Spokane, WA. He was preceded in death by his wife, Darlene;
son, Robert Petersen and sister, Gloria Duran. 

 A Funeral Service, with military honors, will be held at 1:00 p.m., on Saturday,
October 6, 2018, at Heritage Memorial Chapel, located at 19 Rock Island
Road, East Wenatchee, WA, 98802. Following the Service, a Reception will
be held at Heritage and the family invites all to join for refreshments and a
continued time of sharing of Donald's life. A Graveside Burial will be held at
9:00 a.m., on Monday, October 8, 2018, at the Wenatchee Cemetery, located
at 1804 N. Western Ave., Wenatchee, WA, 98801. You are invited to view
Donald's online tribute, share a memory or leave a condolence at www.Herita
gememorialchapel.com. Arrangements are in the care of Heritage Memorial
Chapel, East Wenatchee.
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Don & Shirley Eddy - October 03, 2018 at 11:37 PM

Our heartfelt Sympathy to Rick, Ron & their families. 
Many wonderful memories will remain with us as we remember your
Dad & Darlene. 
We loved & respected them very much!! 
Very, very SPECIAL in our book.

Don & Shirley Eddy - October 03, 2018 at 11:24 PM

Don had the most beautiful smile. 
 So like Darlene. 

 We will miss you!

Josh Holzhauser - October 03, 2018 at 08:40 AM

To family and friends. I am so very sorry for the passing of Donald
Petersen, it is always hard to lose someone special. It may be
comforting to know that our God Jehovah is also saddened by death
and even Jesus gave way to tears at John 11:33,35. Another
comforting thought is to know the future of such ones. Isaiah 26:19
tells us about the promise our God has made to us to resurrect our
loved ones from death. I hope this has brought you even the
slightest comfort, please know that Jehovah the God of all comfort
will always be there comforting you through trials (2 Corinthians
1:3,4). If you are interested in more bible based comfort this is a
good article: https://jw.org/en/publications/magazines/g201407/trage
dy-loss-loved-one/
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