
Debbie " Deb " Herron
January 25, 1966 - October 1, 2010

Debbra Lynn (Cox) Sims Herron 1-25-66 ~ 10-01-10 
 

Debbie was born to James G. and Patricia Ann (Sparks) Cox. She was the 4th
of 5 children. She was raised in Cashmere where she attended school. 

 

Debbie had two sons, Justin P. Sims and Brandon C. Sims. Her family was
completed with the addition of her wonderful step daughter Cherie E. (Herron)
Gasbar in 1991 when she married the love of her life Kevin W. Herron. They
were married on March 3, 1991 in Wenatchee, and have lived in and around
our beautiful valley since then. 

 

She loved flowers and gardening with a special interest in creating beds with
rusty old metal objects. She enjoyed horseback riding, camping with family
and spending as much time as possible in the hills, admiring the views of our
lovely valley. 

When she was young, she was given a horse by her stepfather, Roy Proctor,
and thus began a lifetime of loving horses. She was interested in all aspects
of horse ownership, from breeding to raising and training. When her mare
foaled, she slept in the barn for days, waiting. But most of all she loved riding
her horse up in the hills and was fond of saying, "The best place on earth is on
the back of a horse in the beautiful hills". 



She loved riding in the drill team, Tillicum Riders. She had a look of sheer
delight on her face while she was doing those daring maneuvers on
horseback. 

 

One of the hardest things for her to give up was her favorite horse, Reno; it
was absolutely heart wrenching, but when she could no longer be sure of
staying on him, she had to stop riding. She found all her horses special homes
before she would let them go. If she was worried about one, she would buy it
back and bring it home. 

 

She always had a knack with animals. One of her earlier jobs was at the
Humane Society. Kevin tells of her 'talking down' a Pit Bull, when no one else
would/could do anything with it. She climbed up in the back of a truck with it,
put on a leash and led it out. 

She was proud of her choice to go back to college in 1999. She took classes
one at a time, while continuing to work at the Wenatchee Valley Medical
Center, to accomplish her goal. In June of 2004, she graduated from
Wenatchee Valley College as a Registered Nurse. It was a long road, but she
made it! 

 

Debbie enjoyed camping with family. It was especially joyous when Kevin's
brother and sisters and families were along. She loved the campfire, beach,
lake side or anywhere we could all be together. Everyone loved Deb's smile.
She was always such good company, and was always up for a challenge. Deb
especially liked to go crabbing with the family. She was looking forward to our
outing this year, and actually did go for a couple of days. No one realized how
much effort it took for her to do the things she did. She always said, "I'm one
tough cookie". Well, we all knew that. She gave us all lessons in courage. 

 



Below is the 'thank you letter' she sent out in March of 2009 to all the people
who helped before she had to go to Seattle Cancer Care Alliance for Stem
Cell transplant in September of 2008. 
"Cancer" - a word that is terrifying to us all. Wondering what your future holds,
fighting to hold on with chemotherapy and or radiation and trying to maintain a
normal routine, you think about family, friends and employers. How am I going
to tell them? How are they going to react? Will I be able to keep my job?
These are all questions that go through your mind. At times you feel like you
are alone and need to take on the fight without any backup. 

 

Well, that is not true. This last year I had a relapse of my non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma, which turned into an aggressive form. It was resistant to the
chemo and I needed to travel to Seattle's Cancer Care Alliance to receive
further treatment. This treatment is expensive and we had a cap on our
insurance plan. With the help of many friends and one very special lady, Toya
Smith, whose endless support and energy went into arranging fundraisers, we
were able to afford this much-needed treatment. 

 

This community has been amazing. The generosity of the people of the
Wenatchee Valley and the outlying areas has been overwhelming and we are
touched. Kevin and I are so extremely grateful and feel blessed to have been
supported by folks we know and some we have never met. 

 

We would like to thank our families, Bruce and Toya Smith, Shelly Halverson,
co-workers of both Kevin and myself, the MDs and staff of Wenatchee Valley
Medical Center, Wenatchee Anesthesia Associates, Appleatchee Riders and
the Sunshine Club, Tillicum rider members and the drill team, Ryan Taylor with
North Country Rider magazine, Cowboy Mounted Shooters, Bruce and Marci
Thorn from Valley Feed Store, Countryside Vet Clinic, Sav-Mart, Willies Sports
Bar and Grill, Highlander Golf Course, Wenatchee Country Club and Golf



Course, Alissa Strutzel and the Jiffy Java baristas, Chelan County Fair, our
local radio stations, Archie and Marlys Brown for the blanket raffle, Tylar and
Christy Kooy, our neighbors and everyone who donated items for the yard
sale, gave up their time to help out with the fundraisers, said prayers, wished
us well and donated financially. We wish we could say thank you personally to
each and every one who helped us through our journey and share how much
we appreciate everyone and their kindness. 

Debbie and Kevin Herron 

Debbie requested to stay at home for the end of her life; and to help her do
this, her generous friends once again came forward. She was fiercely
independent, and we had to be careful not to hover too much, but her
coworkers from the Surgical Department at Wenatchee Valley Hospital took
shifts coming in to care for her until Kevin came home. Aiding greatly in this
effort was her friend Shelley Frei, RN from Moscow, ID, who stayed at the
home with her 24 hours a day for nearly a week. Our gratitude also goes to
our favorite RN's Shelley Bolanos, Mary Kerr, Christy Kooy, and Toya Smith.
Cherie's dedication to her step-mom Debbie was gratifying and beautiful to
see. We would also like to thank Hospice Nurses (Trish, Trisha and Patti)
Social Worker Alisha and the Physicians and Staff of Wenatchee Valley
Medical Center for their loving care. 

 

To all the neighbors who brought flowers, baked goods, food, cards, called or
just stopped by to say hello and give a hug, Thank you so much. Thank you,
Jim Cox Sr. for mowing the lawn for 3 weeks, so Kevin could have more time
with her. 

 

Debbie leaves behind Kevin, her husband of nearly 20 years; son Justin and
his wife Amee and their son Maison; son Brandon; step daughter Cherie, her
husband Michael, and their future baby, and "Max". Her mother Patricia Cox;



father Jim Cox Sr. and wife Bonnie; step father Roy Proctor; brothers Jim Cox
Jr, Dennis Cox, Doug Cox; sister Aime Horan; and their families; her mother
and father-in-law, Barbara and Dewayne Herron, Tj and James Lacy, Craig
and Tina Herron, Lisa and Michael Pickett; niece and nephews, Shannon,
Marty, James, Dustin, Merrick and Brennan. Two young people, near and dear
to her heart were Chris Skoglun and Chanda Takacs, who were likely to call
her "Mom". 

 

She is sorely missed by her "Max"; the little Schnauzer was her constant
companion during his 3 years of life. Now he has a home with "Maddie", the
Schnoodle who was Kevin and Deb's gift to Barb and Dewayne Herron who
kept Max when Deb had to be in Seattle for treatment or in the hospital. 

A Celebration of Her Life will be held on Saturday, October 23rd at Squilchuck
State Park Lodge, 2805 Squilchuck Road, Wenatchee, WA. (about 9 mi.
South of Wenatchee- follow signs to Mission Ridge- See Park on left) 

At Debbie's request this will be a "Pot-Luck" from 1 PM till 4 PM 
 

In lieu of flowers, she requests a donation in her name to "Our House" Cancer
Care of NC Washington, 1708 Castlerock, Wenatchee, WA 98801, for the
care of future Cancer patients in need.
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October 05, 2023 at 12:00 AM

We feel the loss of our good friend Deb. We hope this donation may
help someone else in need as Deb would wanted it that way. Deb
was a very special lady and we will forever remember her kidness.

Shel bolanos - November 01, 2010 at 02:27 AM

Today is the first of November you have been gone now for a month
I miss you. This is the longest I have went without talking to you, I
miss our friendship,our talks,I miss your smile, I miss all of it my
friend. Heaven is rejoicing

Shirley Graf - October 20, 2010 at 09:57 AM

Kevin, 
Debbie, you & I worked together at the Humane Society but you will
remember me as Shirley Jones aka "Squirrely". What a ride that
was yet it will always be with me. What a lady with a great smile. 
My thoughts & prayers are with you and the entire family at this
time. 
Shirley Graf

Cherie - October 18, 2010 at 04:06 AM

Deb, 
I cannot begin to explain the emptiness without you here. Dad and I
talk about you everyday and remember all the wonderful memories
we created. We miss you, but we know you are with us. Thank you
for leaving us with your legacy of strength and courage, its the only
way we are making it through. Love you.
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Bruce & Toya Smith - October 17, 2010 at 09:55 PM

Bruce & Toya Smith & Family

Nancy Grette - October 15, 2010 at 01:22 PM

Remembering many wonderful rides with Deb in the hills above our
homes. What a special lady! Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
With love from the Grette family.

Dennis and Kim Cox - October 15, 2010 at 12:20 PM

We love you!

Dolly Harthan - October 15, 2010 at 02:53 AM

My Heartfelt sympathy to all who loved her.I had the Honor of
working with her at WVMC,and will always remember her Beautiful
face when I last saw her.God Bless all of you
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Justin, Amy, and Maison - October 12, 2010 at 07:31 AM

You were our mom, mother-in-law and nana.....We love you and
miss you! You will never be forgotten and will remain safely in our
hearts.

Amy Jantzen - October 09, 2010 at 11:07 AM

Deb always had such a bright smile. Just passing by her could
brighten my day.I enjoyed working with her.

Amie Horan & Family - October 08, 2010 at 11:32 PM

Not only were you my big sister, you were my
friend, my hero, and will be forever missed.

Joe and Kathy Herron - October 08, 2010 at 07:01 PM

Joe And Kathy Herron lit a candle in memory
of Debbie " Deb " Herron
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Jim and Shelly bolanos - October 08, 2010 at 05:24 PM

Jim And Shelly Bolanos lit a candle in
memory of Debbie " Deb " Herron

Kevin Herron - October 08, 2010 at 01:08 PM

Kevin Herron, always by your side

Ann & Hubert Moore - October 08, 2010 at 11:12 AM

Barb & Dewayne, Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this
time.

Joe and Kathy Herron - October 08, 2010 at 06:30 AM

Hard to believe only six weeks ago we were all together at the
beach. So sick but so strong! We have you in our thoughts and you
know we are here when you need us. Love you all. Joe and Kathy
Herron and family.

Glenda Ramsey - October 08, 2010 at 05:57 AM

May God comfort the Herron family during this time of loss 
and sorrow.You will be in my thoughts and prayers.
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Euel and Kathryn Campbell - October 08, 2010 at 03:54 AM

We are just sure Debbie was a wonderful person. We did not have
the privilege of knowing her. We have visited from time to time with
Dewayne and Barb and feel as if we did know her. For sure we
admire the "spunk" and her battle with cancer. Our love and prayers
to BJ and Dewayne.

Jackson Shelton - October 08, 2010 at 03:47 AM

Condolence's from John, Jackson, Joan, and Jay Shelton.

Shelly bolanos - October 07, 2010 at 11:10 AM

Deb, I miss you so much, I know you are in a good place and I know
you are no longer hurting, but selfishly I don't want you to be gone. I
will cherish forever the special time we shared. You were so brave
and strong and amazing. I love you my friend you will be in my heart
always. Shel

Iris Phillips Bolstad - October 07, 2010 at 07:46 AM

Deepest sympathy to the Herron family in the loss of their lovely 
Debbie. Thoughts and prayers are with you all. 
 
Sincerely, 
Iris
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Barb and Dewayne Herron and Family - October 07, 2010 at 12:33 AM

When someone you love becomes a memory,
the memory becomes a treasure. 

 We will treasure her always.

Alan Pehrson - October 05, 2010 at 02:17 AM

Kevin, 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to you and your family. Debbie
truly is a shining light to everyone she meets. We are so sorry that
she had to go so soon. I know that God has plans for both of you in
the future. Sincerely, Alan & Pam Pehrson


